
 
 

Dyeing & Painting Fabric with Chalk PaintTM 

 
Dip Dyeing With Chalk PaintTM 

Dip dyeing with Chalk PaintTM is a great way to completely change the colour of fabric small or 
large. You can control how strong the colour comes through simply by adding more water. Linen, 
cotton, cotton voile and synthetic curtains all work well with this technique. You can also use 
patterned cottons or linens, such as the Pastorale Toiles from the Annie Sloan Fabric Collection. 

The Technique:  

Create a dye by adding 1 tablespoon of Chalk PaintTM 
to roughly 1 litre of tepid water in a bucket or washing 
up bowl. Stir thoroughly to ensure the paint is com-
pletely diluted and evenly dispersed. Dip your fabric 
into the dye, allowing the fabric to soak it in. Agitate 
the fabric until the whole piece is evenly dyed. Do not 
leave the fabric to soak – remove from the water and 
leave to drip-dry outdoors or next to a heater. Once 
dry, iron or tumble dry the fabric to seal the colour.  

 

*Tips* 

For colour fastness the best method is to heat seal by ironing once it has completely drip dried 
or dry in tumble drier once dry.  We have done extensive tests and the results prove a slight 
colour leakage if this is not done; you can alternatively use a spray on fabric protector such as 
Scotch Guard.  

Do not use salt as this tends to increase the colour bleed.  

Once heat sealed, you can wash your material on a 30 degree (cold) wash with no colour loss. 
[Note: if you use a stronger quantity of paint in your dye, there might be more fade.] 

Results can vary depending on composition of fabric – always test first if unsure. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Dyeing Net Curtains 

  

As above, make your dye using a similar strength recipe, dip and let 

the dye soak in, remove & drip dry. For best results, dry in full sun to 

aid with colour fastness. Do not tumble or iron. 

 

[See Annie Sloan Paints Everything, p106: Dyed Lace Sheer Curtain] 

 

 

Painting Fabric With a Dye Wash 

If you’re looking to create areas of colour, this technique is great. 
Control your finish with the help of a little masking tape. Make 
the dye slightly stronger than the above mix, approx. one part 
Chalk PaintTM to 10 parts water. This method works well on linen 

and cottons, particu-
larly those with a 
light background.  

 

Using a brush, apply 
the dye mix above to 
your fabric. Use 
masking tape to cre-
ate wide stripes or 
areas of colour. 

[See Annie Sloan Paints Everything, p109: Dyed 
Painted Upholstered Chair Seats] 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
Painting on a canvas chair with Chalk PaintTM 
 
It is best to choose a chair that is not to soft & squishy as it will be too 
absorbent and take a very long time to dry. We used a 1960’s office chair 
with a slight pad to it, upholstered in plain calico. 
 
Paint directly onto the fabric but do have a glass of water nearby to dip in 
your brush so that the paint is thin enough & will absorb nicely into the 
fabric. Two thin coats should give even coverage. Allow the seat to dry for 
at least 24 hours, until it is bone dry. Then apply your coat of wax - for a 
shiny finish polish the wax to give more of a leather feel. 
 

Painting directly on to fabric  

This is the best method to use if you’re paint-
ing fine lines or stenciling on to upholstery, 
but is not recommended for large areas of 
upholstery. Simply apply undiluted paint to 
the fabric and iron to heat seal once the paint 
has dried! When stenciling you may prefer to 
use a roller for a softer finish. 

*Tip* 

Put the fabric through a 30 degree wash to 
soften and lift a little of the paint for a rustic, 
worn finish. The longer the fabric is left un-
washed the less likely it will be to fade once 
washed. 

[See Annie Sloan Paints Everything, p126: Swedish Painted Blind] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Image Transfer & Photo Printing 
 
Image transfer is a technique that can also work well on fabric. Use 
photocopies or laser printed images, with any text reversed.  
Cover a piece of cardboard or another usable surface with cling film 
and attach the fabric with masking tape.  
Carefully apply Image Medium to both the area on the fabric & the 
front of the image. Press down carefully, smoothing out all wrinkles, 
then leave to dry or force dry with a hairdryer. 
Wet the paper with your fingers, then gently begin to rub away the 
backing paper, leaving the image behind. Work carefully to avoid re-
moving the image itself. Once completed, your image will have a 
waxy, wipeable finish so is great for use on a seat cover or something 
that is not too cuddly! 
 
Try printing directly onto your fabric using your printer! Adhere your 
fabric (ideally cotton or linen) to A4 or A3 paper using  a spray glue. 
Trim to exact size, making sure there are no loose threads, and put 
through the printer on a normal setting. 
 
*Tip* 

Hand wash fabrics gently in cold water. 
 
 
Shibori  
 

 
Shibori is the Japanese art of resist dyeing, where folds and presses are used to create differ-
ent patterns. The most basic technique involves concertina folds.  



 
 
 
[See Annie Sloan Paints Everything, p102: Shibori Lampshade – basic technique] 

[See Annie Sloan Paints Everything, p112: Folded and Tied Painted Fabric] 

*Tip* 

Try using different colours for different sections of your folded fabric to create unique patterns 
and shapes. This technique works well with cottons and thin linens.                                                                                                                           
 
 
 
Lino Printing 
 
You can create your own patterns and prints using lino. Using a lino cutter you can cut your pat-
tern into sheets of lino and use these to print onto fabric and furniture. It’s a great way of put-
ting a personal touch on a piece. Printing on fabric works better when you work on a hard sur-
face. Remember, whatever you print will be reversed so bear this in mind if you plan on printing 
letters or numbers!  

 
[See Annie Sloan Paints Everything, p15: Lino Print Chair] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Block Printing  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Annie Sloan Paints Everything, p88: Printed Pillow] 

 
Fraying Annie Sloan Coloured Linens 
 

Annie Sloan Coloured Linens have a unique quality in 
that they are designed to fray beautifully - something that 
can be used to create complimentary trims and finishes 
for all your fabric projects.  
 
Trims 
To make a simple trim, fold a strip of fabric in half length-
ways & top stitch in place about 1.5cm from the folded 
edge.  
 

Fray the unfolded edge up to the topstitching. Trim if needed. You can double up on strips to 
make an extra thick trim, and utilize different colours to create a unique finish. These trims can 
then be sewn into seams of projects, or topstitched on.  
They also work great for adding a finishing touch to upholstery projects.  
 
*Tips* 

Tear the fabric to get a perfectly straight line. This makes pulling the yarns away much easier. 
 

Use a seam ripper to pick the yarns out one by one - pull away gently one at a time. 
 

Decide which colour you want to expose before you start - this determine which edge to fray. 
 

Keep fringing short for the best effect. 
 
This technique also works well on raw edges and seams and is an easy way to make a plain 
cushion or curtain a bit more fancy. Instead of hiding seams away by turning the piece inside 
out, fray them instead! 


